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process of judging. The Crocodilus illustrates the same
principle in a different way. A crocodile had seized a
child, but promised the mother that if she told him truly
whether or not he was going to give it back, he would
restore it. There would be no difficulty here if the
mother's guess were supposed to refer to an intention
which the crocodile had already formed. But he is
assumed to hold himself free to regulate his conduct
according to what she may happen to say, and so to
falsify her statement at will. There is therefore no
predetermined reality to which her thought can conform
or fail to conform ; which alternative is real, is not pre-
determined independently of her own affirmation of one
of them. Hence an essential condition of either true or
false judgment is wanting. One consequence of the
general principle is that a proposition cannot contain any
statement concerning its own truth or falsity. Before the
proposition is made in one sense or another its own
truth or falsity is not a predetermined fact to which
thought can adjust itself. Thus if a man says, " The
statement I am now making is false," he is not making
a statement at all. On the other hand, he would be
speaking significantly and truly if he said " The statement
I am now making contains nine words." For he can
count each word after determining to use it. His pre-
cedent determination to use the word is an independent
fact which he does not make in the act of affirming it.

For error to exist the mind must work in such a way
as to defeat its own purpose. Its interest must lie in
conforming its thought to the predetermined constitution
of some real object. It must be endeavouring to think
of this as it is independently of the psychological
conditions of the thinking process itself. And yet, in the
very attempt to do so, it must qualify its object by
features which are merely due to such psychological
conditions.

I cannot pretend to give anything approaching a full
analysis of the various special circumstances which give
rise to this confusion of appearance and reality. But